
  MINUTES 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2022 

6:30 P.M. 

 

***************************************************** 

 

 
{Summary minutes of City Council meeting.  8uAudio tapes of the meeting are on file and are included by reference as part of this 

meeting.  An agenda of this meeting has been either mailed or made available to persons, organizations and local news media as per 

their request.  The agenda gives the date, time and place of the meeting as well as the order of business.  This disclosure is in 

compliance with the South Carolina Code of Laws of 1976, Section 30-4-80   

 

The regular meeting of City Council was held on Tuesday, August 16, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 

in the City Municipal Building with the following present:   

 

COUNCIL:      Mayor Harold Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem Robert Garner, 

Councilmembers Tommy Anthony, Chasity Pearson, Ricky Todd Harris, Pamela Sloss 

and Gregg Addison 

 

DEPARTMENTAL STAFF:     Gloria Rogers, Municipal Clerk/HR Director; Joe 

Nichols – City Administrator; Lance Davis – Utility Director; Laura Hembree – Finance 

Director; Robbie McGee – Public Safety Director; Leroy Edwards – Fleet Maintenance 

Director and Robbie McGee- Public Safety Director   

   

CITY ATTORNEY:  Larry Flynn 

 

NEWS MEDIA:  Daniel Prince – WBCU Radio and Graham Williams – Union County 

News 

 

OTHERS:   Stephen Allen, Mayor Connie Porter, Shannon Perry, Kathy Teague, 

Christopher Austin, Bradley Adams, Rebecca Lance, David Lance, David Gioia and 

others 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order.  Councilmember Greg Addison 

gave the invocation.   The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was given by all 

present.  The roll was called by Municipal Clerk Gloria Rogers. 

 

 

2.      MINUTES 

 

        A.  July 19, 2022    Regular Council Meeting 

          

            MOTION by Councilmember Harris to approve minutes 

            SECOND by Councilmember Sloss 

            CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

          

                 

3.    COMMUNICATIONS 

             

       MOTION by Councilmember Sloss to accept monthly reports as information  

       only  

       SECOND by Councilmember Harris 

       CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

   

  

       Mayor Thompson introduced Mayor Connie Porter with the Town of Lockhart. 
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4.     UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A.   City Administrator Joe Nichols gave an update on the draft for the feasibility 

study for Lockhart and Carlisle. He states that Rural Infrastructure asked the 

City of Union to do a feasibility study after Carlisle received grants to put the 

sewer in and bring the sewer to Union.  They asked if the City of Union would 

do Lockhart also.  The study states that based on the financial analysis for the 

Town of Carlisle and the Town of Lockhart, the existing operations of each 

town’s utility system is not viable for long term sustainability and with the 

exception of grant funded projects which Carlisle and Lockhart have been 

blessed with grants to upkeep their utility systems. The towns currently do not 

have sufficient revenue to address required capital improvement projects. Cost 

will continue to rise, as the utility system continue to age and with a small 

customer base that are declining over time, the option of rate increases are not 

long-term solutions for the funding required to operate and maintain a viable 

water and sewer system.  He further states that this is not a final study, this is 

just a draft.  The City has not looked at a lot of things about cost and flows.  

They are still doing financials.  Also, the City Administrator informed Mayor 

Connie Porter of the Town of Lockhart that the City is not trying to take over 

their systems and put them out of business.  This is something that the 

Department of Commerce asked the City of Union to look into about the viable 

situation with the water and sewer in Carlisle and Lockhart.  One of the things 

that the study says is the most feasible alternatives for viable operation of the 

utility system for both towns is for the City of Union, with financial assistance 

from Union County to assume the operation and maintenance for both the Town 

of Carlisle and Town of Lockhart water and sewer systems. This could be done 

by either merging all existing customers into the City of Union’s utility rate 

schedule with the outside rates or for the towns to enter into a long- term service 

agreement contract with the City of Union; however, just to be successful, Union 

County will need to provide financial assistance to the City of Union and that 

could be in the way of fees from Union County, which could be surcharges.  It is 

not up to our citizens to subsidize Carlisle or the Lockhart systems; he states that 

the City of Union cannot do that and the City would not ask the City Council to 

vote on that either.  The cost that will be incurred by the City of Union for 

operating and maintaining the town’s system cannot be fully covered by the 

current rates and fees alone as they stand now.  Union County will need to 

provide either subsidy for the town’s customers or pay the City a surcharge fee 

to offset the additional cost to the City.  Determining the full cost of these 

subsidy or surcharge fees are beyond the scope of this study but the City is still 

looking into the financial aspects of it.  The City will engage a rate consultant to 

determine these charges as City required similar to the sewer and pump station 

agreement that recently executed with Carlisle.  There will need to be a regional 

partnership formed between the City of Union, Union County and the towns for 

long term success and viability of the utility systems in both Carlisle and 

Lockhart.  City Staff is still looking at this; it has to be completed in October but 

in order for the City to set down and go over all the details; there needs to be 

some type of workshop with the councils.  Staff is trying to come up with a date 

somewhere around the end of August or the first of September. This will need to 

be held before the September regular meeting and the draft should be ready to 

present to council in October.   

 

The City Administrator states that he, Chief McGee, along with County 

Councilman Ben Ivey, met with County Supervisor Bob Love regarding animal 

control and other projects that the City and County are doing together.  The 

County will begin immediately taking care of the city’s animal control ordinance 

as it is written and the contract will be extended through March 2023.   
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The City Administrator states that the City has applied for a natural gas grant 

and the final number has come in at about 13 million dollars.  This is to put in a 

new high-pressure line from Spartanburg and this line will come down (Cedar 

Grove to Highpoint).  He further states the grant is through a grant process and 

the City has never been able to apply for a natural gas grant.  This is the first one 

through Pipeline Safety 

 

 

B.    AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES             

 

Mayor Thompson recognized August Anniversaries for the following 

employees; 

 

 

 Mitch Adams  Utility Billing   5 years 

 David Grady   Public Service   19 years 

 Gloria Rogers  Legislative                 31 years 

 Brad Weaver                 Wastewater                             18 years 

 

    

   5.    OLD BUSINESS 

           

 

A. ORDINANCE – 2ND  READING – TRANSFER OF THREE (3) CITY 

OWNED PROPERTIES TO HIGH BIDDERS        

 

City Administrator Joe Nichols states that this is an ordinance authorizing the 

conveyance of certain parcels of surplus property of the City of Union.  The 

City of Union put the properties out for bid and let people bid on them.  Mr. 

Nichols reviewed the high bidder for each property.  The high bidders are 

responsible for all the documents to transfer property deeds, everything 

associated that the buyer would have to do.  City Council passed 1st reading at 

its July 19th regular council meeting.  The recommendation is to pass 2nd  

reading of ordinance to transfer three (3) City owned properties located in the 

City of Union to high bidders.  High bidders are as follows: 

 

- 204 Lawson Avenue   John Thomas  $500 

- Off Lakeview Heights   Bradley Adams $3,000 

- Lakeview Heights   Bradley Adams $3,000 

        

     

MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner to pass 2nd reading of ordinance to 

transfer three (3) City owned properties located in the City of Union to high 

bidders 

                SECOND by Councilmember Anthony 

                   CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY            

 

 

     6.       NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

A. ORDINANCE – 1ST READING – AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF   

 UNION ZONING MAP REZONE 

 

 Stephen Allen, Senior Planner with CRPC addressed council.  The owner,    

 William Graham is requesting rezoning from A-5 (Shopping Center) to A-2  

 (Highway Commercial located at 410 N. Duncan By-Pass.  The Planning  

 Commission met prior to the meeting and approved the rezoning request.   

 

MOTION by Councilmember Sloss to accept the recommendation from the   

Planning Commission to amend 410 N. Duncan By-Pass from A-5 to A-2  

                  SECOND by Councilmember Harris 
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                  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

      

B. RESOLUTION – MYCO WORKS SEWER PROJECTS EASEMENT   

FUNDS 

  

City Administrator Joe Nichols states the City of Union intends to acquire 

easements for the MycoWorks Sewer Project, which will extend a sewer to 

connect MycoWorks facility to the City of Union’s wastewater system. 

The property to be purchased is located at 256 Midway Drive, Union, SC. 

 

MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner to approve resolution allowing the City   

Administrator to offer the amount of $5,025 to purchase the easement located  

at 256 Midway Drive   

                  SECOND by Councilmember Anthony 

                  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 

C. RESOLUTION – STATING SUPPORT OF CITY FOR APPLICATION 

FOR FUNDS – LOCAL MATCH – SC RURAL INFASTRUCTION FOR 

FUNDS – LOCAL MATCH – SC RURAL INFASTRUCTURE GRANTS-

CARLISLE 

                   

        City Administrator Joe Nichols states that the support of the City of Union is  

                  needed for an application to the SC Rural Infrastructure Authority for the   

                  purpose of creating a regional wastewater system that will serve the Town of  

      Carlisle residents and businesses.  The City has accepted the Town of   

      Carlisle’s wastewater for treatment which also creates a need for the  

      wastewater system upgrade.  The total cost of the improvements is estimated  

      to be $3,145,125.    The City agrees to commit funding to pay for local  

      match not to exceed $472,000 to pay for engineering service, etc.  A motion is  

      needed from council to approve resolution for a regional industrial grade  

      wastewater system for the Town of Carlisle. 

 

MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner to approve resolution 

SECOND by Councilmember Sloss  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

D.   RESOLUTION – STATING SUPPORT OF CITY FOR APPLICATION   

  FOR FUNDS – LOCAL MATCH-SC RURAL INFRATRUCTION  

  GRANTS 

 

 City Administrator Joe Nichols states that the support of the City of Union is   

 needed for application to the S.C. Rural Infrastructure Authority for the  

 purpose of creating a regional wastewater system that will serve the Town of    

 Jonesville.  This will provide a much-needed industrial grade wastewater  

 system for future economic development to the Trakas Industrial site.  The  

 total cost of improvements is estimated to be $10,483,000.  The City of Union   

 agrees to support the Union Jonesville Regional Infrastructure Project and to   

 provide local funds of up to $719,355 for the completion of the project. A  

 motion is needed from City Council to approve resolution for a regional  

 industrial grade wastewater system for the Town of Jonesville. 

 

 MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner to approve resolution for a regional    

 industrial grade wastewater system for the Town of Jonesville 

 SECOND by Councilmember Sloss 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

                 

 

7.    PUBLIC COMMENT                 
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       PLEASE ADDRESS THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FROM THE LECTERN AND  

       STATE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS FOR THE RECORD (COMMENTS ARE   

       LIMITED TO 3 -5 MINUTES) 

 

      David Gioia of 411 Foster Street made public comment.  He discussed climate  

      change. 

 

 

8.   ADJOURMENT 

 

       MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner  

       SECOND by Councilmember Anthony 

       CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

        Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Gloria J. Rogers 

       Certified Municipal Clerk/HR Director 

 

 

 

       Minutes approved ________________________ 2022        


